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"HEN I began fo write upon 
this $ ubjed, it was out of 
a Curiofity 1 had to try , what .I. could 
 fay, in -reaſon, againſt the bold. Aſertions 
of thoſe Men, who. think it a witty thing 
' to. defame Religion; ;.. and I have ſeen 


fe. few, Writings of. late, which- are 
A 3 BOF -: 


Fo the Reader. 
-not very tedious, that I was defirous at 
leaſt to avoid that fault i T7 ro, v9 ma 
Ling it 45 ſhort as Þ could Ip 
The Reafon why I have fuer 4 it io 
be Printed, is indeed, Becauſe 1 could not 
help it ; Coppies having been taken of it, 
and ſent to the Preſs, by the negligence 
of ſome to whom I lent it to Read. I 
Was as much aſhamed to forbid the Print- 
ing of it, as 1 ſhould have been, to have 
order d 1t, or as I Jhould be now it is 
Printed, to diſown what 1 have Writ- 
ten; and therefore, [ have here ſet My 


Name to it. 
Tas 


By : the nature fr P 
was forced to Conclude with ay ty 
MN, hich I bave been long convinced 
of + That nothing. in be more Aanti- 


chriſtian, nor more contrary to Sente 
7 ] and 


| To: the Reader. 
. and Reaſon, than to Trouble and Mo-- ' 
| leſt our Fellow-Chriſtians, becauſe wich 
| cannot be exaatly of aur Minds, in 
all the things __ to the, W ike: 
_ of Gad. : 
And who will but examine i WR aa 
. titudes of Men there at e now amongſt 
4, of different Perſwaſtons in Religion ; 
and how inconfiderable any one part of 
them. is, compared to the reſt, muſt, [ 
am confident ,. be convinced, That the' 
 praeice of it,. at this time, would be of 
no advantage to the Publick. 
If a ſerious conſideration of the Pre-- 
ſent State of this Kingdom, can fink deep 
enough into. Men's Hearts, to make them 
 endegvaur, now,. to promote a true Liber- 
ty ff C onſcience, I ſhall yet hope to en- 
Joy happy days in England. But other- 
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muſt of neceſſity terminate in this; A 


To the Reader. j 
wiſe, without pretending. to -be'a Prophet, 
I can eafily foreſee ,. That the contrary. 


General Diſcontent ; The Diſpeopleing 
of our poor Country. ; And the Expo- 
ling us to the Conqueſt of | a |F Freign 
Nation. 


BUCKINGHAM. 


A Short 
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which they think themſelves moſt. 
concern'd; andthereforeall;, who go 
about to give Demonſtrationsin Mat- 
ters of Religion, and fail in the at- 
tempt, do not onelyJeave Men + les 
Devout than they.were before, | but 


alſo, with great pains and induſtry , 


lay in their Minds the very Grounds 


and Foundations of Atheitny: For 


the generality of Mankind, either 


* ox 


out of kzineſs;! or | a+ diffidence of 

their being ahle to judge aright. .in 

Points that are not very 5 Bag areapt 

rather to take thi pop ul than 
c 


etroubl 


£ 


NN for a De-. 
# & "- | 'S | 5 \ 


heyjAre 
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15: not- demonſtrable,” m 
too not be trae: [ED 
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N otion, for which 0 Demonſtration 


- tr be given; and from that ſuſpici- 


on'proceed ' to this other of a more 
dangerous conſequence ;* That what 


ay. pethaps 


I ſhall, therefore in this Diſcourſe 
make uſe ofanother method and con- 


rerit Tock fIf-with endeavouting to 


at, in my. Opinion, is moſt 
cation being as to 
Matters of F: aith ,abfolutely unneceſ- 


ſary: Becauſe,if Ican convince a Man, 


likely to beTiue than gd It is not 
un pho X Tevingany ns 5 eV . 
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That the Notions Imaintain are more 
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FS] Ti | 
Beſides, Demonſtration being ſuch 
an Evidence of a thing, as ſhows the 
contrary of it to beimpoſhble ; ir is, 
if you mark it, a whimfical kind of 
expreſſion to ſay, 'Fhat a, Man does 
but believe a thing tobe ſo; which he 
is {ure cannot poſhbly be otherwiſe. 
It is uſt as ingenious asxt oneſhanld 
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rofel(s, "That he hopeshe ſhalk but 


.to have a th 
h he/is already 
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World, is, Thatno Man can imagine 


chend 


- 


before, is no 


Ages, but onely that all things 
+ this Wotld: have been changed for 
feverat Yeats together. 
_Totevadewhich Opinion, thoſe who 
_ maintain the Etermity of the World, 
_ aveforc'dtofay, That the Matter of it 
 t&Hotchaniged;but the Accidents on- 

ty; though this beaſfortof Argument 
whichthey wilt not allow of in others. 
Forwhenit is by the Rowanſtsurged, 
_ inDefenceof Tranſtbftantiation in the 
_ Sacrament, That the Ar 
fer remam, though the Subftance of - it. be 
ehanged;they rejeEt that as a ridiculous 
Notion, and yet iti#not one jot more 
1c i abſurd 


dents of the Wa= 


= 7 
abſurd to ſay, That the Acridents remain 
when the Matter is chang'd, than that the 
Aatter remains when the Accidents are 
changed; nay of the two, the Aſſertors 
of this latter Opinionare the lealt ex- 
cuſable, becaule they boldly attribute 
_ ittoa Natural Cauſe, whereas the Ry- 
maniſts have the -modeſty art leaſt 
own it for a Myſterious Miracle. + 
But that the weakneſs bf this ima- 
110ation , . of ſeparating - Accidents 
om Bodies may: the'plainlier. ap- 
pear, let us examine 4 little what the 
meaning of the. word: Agcident- is. 
Accident thendoes not {ignifie aBe- 
ingdiltinctftrom Body or Matter, but 
_ is only a Word, where FE expteſs 
the ſeveral ways we cohfider: of what 
is 1n.a Body, or matter that is before 
us. For example ; It we perceive a 
Body to have length, then-we con=. 


» 


fider of that length as\ an Acci- 
dent of that Body; and when we 
|| © . || perceive. 
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perceive a Body to have a Smell, 
Taſte, then we conſider of that Snell 
and that Taſte, as Accidents of that 
Body : But in none of theſe Conſidera- 
tions we mean, that any thing can have 
Length, or Smell, or Taſte, but what 
really is Body ; and when any thing, 
that had a Smell or Taſte, wo left off 
to have a Smell or Taſte, it is, becauſe 
that Part of it, which had a Smell. Or 
Taſte, is no more in it. So that, upon 
an gunatin of the whole Matter, : 
am apt to believe, That there can be 
naturally -no. change of Accidents, but 
where there s a real change of Bo- 


Mes, _ 
| But -to ok a little further, - the 


Queſtion being, Whether it be more pro- 
hable, that the World, or that God Ml- 


mighty has been from all Eternity * 1 

think, 1 may adventure to affirm, That 

of two Fropolntions, the leaſt probable 
a. 05508 


bets 


10]. | 


tar which comes neareſt to a Con- 
tradition: Now nothing can ' come 


nearer. to a. Contradiftion, Than Eter- 


nity, or abiding the ſame for ever, and 
a continued Changing, or not abiding 
the ſame one moment: And therefore: 

'T conclude, it is leſs probable, that this. 


Changeable World {hould. have been. 


from all Eternity, than that: fome o-- 


ther Being, of more Excellence, and 


oreater Perfe&ion, {ſhould be lo, whoſe 


very Nature is: incapable of Change. 


That Being of more Excellence, and. 


reater. Perfe&ion,, I call God ; and. 
Foſs who out of a fooliſh averlion 
” God, will. 


they ie for the Name 


call it Nature, do not in any kind i 


fer from this Notion of that eing, bat 


only change its Name , and. rather. 


ſhew , they have a.vain miſtaken Am-- 


 bition of being thought Atheiſts, than 


that Ty: have and Reaſon firong &= 
. '/_ nough 


T I1 - 
nough to Convince them to be fo. 
The next Queſtion ] ſhall take into 
Conſideration, 1s this, Whether, thougb 
there be a God, it ts br obable, that He 
ſhould take _a more particular Care of 
Mankind, 'than' He does of Beaſts and 5+ 
ther Animals ? To which I have this 
| to offer, That. though there are ſeveral 
ſorts of Animals, which give us occa- 
ion to imagine they have ſome kind of 
Reaſon in them, though nat to fo great 
a Perfe&ion as Men have; yet ſince no- 
other Animal did ever any one thing, 
that could give us the leaſt cauſe to 
believe, they have a Conception of a- 
nother World, ar:of a Deity ; and that 
.no Man as ever yet born , but had 
i Conception, or- at leaft,, a EP iCt- 
on of it, more or leſs, I ay, tor ral 
Reaſon, it is probable, in my * Oplicn, 
That there is ſomething nearer a-kin_ 
to the Nature -of God in Men ., than 
: {& 2 = there 
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there * is in any other Animals whats 
foever; and for that Reaſon, that 
God Almighty does take a more par- 
ticular Care of us. than He with of 
them. 

It then God he Eternal, a it is Dro- 
bable there is ſomething in our Nature, 
which is ,a-kin to the Nature of God, it 
is.alſo probable, That that Part of Us ne- 
ver dies. 

It is alſo pblbie Thar he by it" 
we are prompted moſt to- value and: 
elteem, as the higheſt Perfe&tions, good 
Qualities, and Vertues, are: Parts of the 
Effence, and Nature of God: 7 

Now, of all good Qualities, or Ver- 
tues, it is Juſtice ; which all Men do. 
moſt highly eſteem and value in others, 
though they have not all the good For- 
tune to praGiſe it themſelves. For Juſtice: 
is. that good Quality, or Vertue, which 
ms al other _ Qualities or Ver-- 

cues. 


"fab 


tres to be eſteemed ; 'nay, it is that Ver-" 
tue, without which, all other Vertues 
become as Vices : that i is, they all come 


to be abhorr'd. 


For he who wants Juſtice, and” has- 
Wit, Judgment, or Valor, will for the-. 
having Wit; Judoment, or Valor be - the: 
more bloc! d; Becauſe the more Wit, - 
Judgment , or Valor he has, if. fe | 


wants Juſtice, the more -he w certain-* 


ly become a W icked Man=: - And - he 


who wants Juſtice, and has Power, wilt 
for the having that Power; be the more- 
abhorr'd ; Becaufe the more Power he? 


has; if He wants: Juſtice, the more he 


will certainly become a Wicked Man 2 | 


And therefore, in my Opinion, it is 


very res otite thing for Men, _ | 


| of a Delign of extolling God Almigh- , 
 ty's Power, - to rob Him of Juſtice ; the' 
Quality without which," even Power it. 


ſelf mule OY: be abhorr d. And* 
| Tu. 


"Cr4)] 


- pray what can be more diſreſpe&ful 


to God Almighty, Than to phanſie 
that he ſhall =P us for doing that, 


which he has from all Eternity prede- 


ſtinated ; that is, Compell'd us to do ? 


It is an A& that I can hardly believe 


there ever. yet was born a Man cruel e- 
__nough to be guilty of, even in the depth 
of his Revenge ; And ſhall we make 
that an Attribute of the Moſt Perfe&, 


and the Moſt. High God, which is Y 
neath the effe& of the meaneſt of Paf- 


fions in the worſt of Men ? It is, in my 


Opinion, more reaſonable to believe, | 


That God. Almighty, out of his Love 
to Mankind, has given us an Eternal 


Soul; That an Eternal Being , and 


Free-will, are things in their Nature in- | 


ſeparable one from the other ; and that 


therefore, according to our Adtons, 
Ged Al- 


proceed} ng from our Wills, 
mighty, in [Falſe will Reward and 
Puniſh 


x 


the ' tore”? 


157, 


Puniſh us in another . W 5 7 the 


Good and Ill Deeds we verforin In 


this. I do not ſay, that the beſt of 
our A&ions here, are good enough to - 
make us deſerve the utmoſt Joys of 


Heaven : we muſt owe them to God Al-- 

mighty s Grace and Favour, as indeed, 7 

we owe all things elſe. _ 
Neither will take upon me to oueſs 


at the ſeveral Degrees: of Joys there are | 
in Heaven. Our dull Sences,' makims-. 
tas impoſſible for - us-to- difcourſe i | 
of thoſe things,. as'it, is impoſſible for -a 


Man PBorr Blind, to talk wellof Colours. 
Nor will. F pretend. to judge how long,.. 


' or how- much. God Almighty will Pu- - 
nh us hereafter ; Becauſe , for. the 
ſatne- Reaſon that we think tim to be. 


a God of Juſtice, we mult alfo con-- 
clude' tim to be a .God of Mercy. 

This on! I do verily believe, That | 

'* 10a! bum, the more j- 4 | 

WI! 


1] - 
will eel US; [nd the leſs we Love him, 


the worſe it will be for us. 
Again, if this Inſtin&, or Concepti- 


on, we have of a Deity, bb the Ground 
Va our Religion, it ought allo to be | 


the Guide of our Religion ; : That is, 


7 the ſtrongeſt Reaſon we have to "hy 


lieve, That God Almighty does take a | 
more particular Care of us, than He. 
does of other Animals ,..is, Becauſe 
there is ſomething in our Nature, near- 


er a-kin to. the Nature of God, than 


any thing that is in. any other Ani- 
mal; I fay, in all Reaſon, that part .of 
\ which is neareſt a-kin. to the Na- 
EA of God, ought to be our 'Guide 
and Diredtor , in Chooſing the beſt 
we y for; our Religious WT orſhip.. of 
or]. 


There is, alſo- this other Conſequence, 
- which, in my Opinion, does naturally 
, depend upon what has 6 Howl ſaid ; _ That 


One 
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one of the oreateſt Crimes a Man can 


be guilty of, is, To force us to a& or, 
fn againſt that Inſtin& of Religion : 

which God Almighty has placed in our 
Hearts ; for, if that Inſtin& be ſome- 


0 a-kin to the Nature of God, the 


finning againſt it nuſt be Snewhat 


.a-kin to the Sin againſt the Holy 


Ghoſt. 
It then it be orobable, that ares 1s 
a God, and that this God will Reward 
and Paniſh us hereafter, for all the Good 


i and Il! things we. ac in this Life: 


It does highly concern every Man, to 


| examine ſeriouſly, Which is the beſt 


Way of Worſhipping and Serving this 
God; That is, W hich is the beſt Reli- 
SiON. 


Now, if it E probable, that the In- 


ſtin&- hh we have within us, of a 


Deity, be a-kin to the Nature of God; 


That Religion 1s obably the beſt 
; Fr = whoſe 


pt J I 
mhiol: Do&rine does moſt recommend 
to us thoſe Things, which, by that In- 
[tin&, we are-prompted to believe are 
Vertues, \.and good. Qualities: And 
that, I think without exceeding: the 
Bounds of Modeſty, I may take upon 
me to. affirm, Is "the Chriſtian, Reli- 
giO0N. 

And for the fame Reaſon, it does- 
alſo follow, That the Religion amongſt 
_ Chriſtians, which does moſt recom-- 

mend- to us Vertue, and a good Lite, 
s, in. all probability |. the beſt Religi- 
ON. 

And "T9 I nayſt leave. every Marr. 
to take pains, in ſeeking out, and. chu- 
fing for. himſelf ; he only being anſwe- 
rable ro God A Imighty for. his own 
Soul. | 
I bigs this D courſe, as as if i: had: 
to do- with thoſe, who have no Re- 
ligion at all : A 1d. now, FE 


[1 mT 
my ſelf to Chriſtians, I hope, they 
will not be offended at me, for end- 
ng = with the Words of our Savi- 


our: 


Js and i hal be given y you ; 0+ 1 
and you ſhall find ; AI and it ſhall he 


opened unto you. 


I ſhall beg Leave farther, only to 
propoſe a few Queſtions to all thoſe, 
in general, who are pleas d to call them- 


ſelves Chr! tans. 


Firſt, Whether there be any thing 
more dire&ly oppolite to the Do&rine 
and PraQtice of fefſus C m_ than to 
ale any kind of Force n Men, in 
”; Zang of Religion ? Als conſequent- 
ly, Whether all thoſe that praftiſe it, 
(let them be of what C hirch or Sect, 
they! leaſe):onght not - to be call J 

tichr1 flraxs : 4 


D 2 —- Q rcond- 


is 20, i 
5 econdly, Whether there can be any 


thing more unmanly, more barbarous, 


or more ridiculous, than to. go. about 
"ro convince a Man s Judgment by any 


thins, but by Reafon'? It is fo ridicu- | 
fous, that Boys at School are w hipped 

for it : £5 inſtead of Anſwering an ' 
Argument wth Reaſon , are Logger- 


| heads enough to go to Catk. 


And T birdly, W plies the Pradtice: 
of it, has not always been ruinous and. 
Slteufive to thoſe Countries, where it 


| has been uſed, either in Monlarcliies or 


 Common-W Lalth; 2 And, Whether the ; 


contrary PraQice has not always been 
fucceſsful to thoſe Countries, where it 
has been uſed, either in Monarchics , 


or Common-Wealths: pl 


E ſhall C held. ach giving: IE: | 


this Friendly Advice : It they. would 
1M. 
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be thought Men of Reaſon, or of a 
good Conſcience, Let them endeavour, 
by their good Counſel, and good Ex- 
ample, to perſwade others to lead ſuch 
Lives, as may ſave their Souls: And 
not be perpetually quarrelling amoneſt 
themſelves, and cutting one another's, | 
'Throats, about thoſe things, which they 
all agree, are not abſolutely neceſſary to- 
Salvation. ET 
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Books Printed for, and Sold by Luke Me-- 
redith, af the King's Head, at the 

. Weſt End of $7. Paul's Church- 

x Yard. | x 


EF "WO Treatiſes : The Fr, Concerning Reproach- 
F ing and Cenſure ; The Second, An 35k to Mr. 
 Serjeam's Sure-Footing. To which are annexed, Three 
Sermons Preached upon ſeveral Occaſions ; and very uſe- 
ful for theſe Times. By the late Learned and Reverend 
William Faulkner, D. D. © 
An IntroduQtion to the 07d Engliſh Hiſtory ; compre- | 
| hended in Three ſeveral Tracts : The F:rff, An Anſwer ut 
to Mr. Petyt's Rights of the Commons Aſſerted; and to | 
a Book, Entituled, Taxi Anglorum Facies Nova: The 
Second Edition very much enlarged. The Second, An - 
Anſwer to a Book, Entituled, Argnmentum Antinorma-  ' 
nicum, much upon the ſame Subject : Never before Pub- 
liſhed. The Third, The Exact Hiſtory of the Syccefror: 
of the Crown of Exgland : The Second Edition, allo ve- 
ry much enlarged. Together, with an Appendix, con- 
taining ſeveral Records, and a Series of Great Councils A 
and Parliaments, Before and After the Conqueſt, unto 
the End of the Reign of Hexry the Third. And a Gloſ- + 
ſary, expounding many Words, uſed frequently in our 
Antient Records, Laws, and Hiſtorians. Publiſhed for 
the Fiadication of Truth, and the Afiſtance of ſuch as 
deſire with Satisfaftion to read, and truly underſtand, i 
_ the Antient Exgliſh Hiſtorians, and.other Pieces of Anti © | 
quity. - By Robert Brady, DoQtor in Phylick. -- EE 


in 


In" the Preſs. 


A Dialogue 'between a Paſtor, and his Pariſhiover, 
touching the Lord's Supper : Wherein the moſt materi- 
| ts and Scruples about Receiving that Holy Sacra- 
ment, are removed, and the Way thereto diſcovered to 
be both plain and pleaſant. Very uſeful for Private Chri- 
ſtians in theſe ſcrupulous Times. by Michael Altham. 
The Second Edition, To which is added, Some ſhort 
Prayers, fitted for that Occaſion ; and a Morning and Z- 
vening Prayer, for the Uſe of Private Famultes. _ 
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